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to the more efficient make, according to Lord Milner, a mistake. We,
therefore, feel that Lord Milner's communication is not likely to have much
effect in England.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 10-6-1905

417. JAPAN AND RUSSIA
Japan's star seems to be in the ascendant. She stormed the Fort
of Port Arthur, captured Mukden and has done other deeds of valour.
But all these pale into insignificance before her latest exploit. Not only
did she defeat the great Russian fleet, but wounded its great Admiral
and did not leave intact a single Russian man-of-war. No one ever imagined
that Japan was capable of such bravery. Many had thought that Japan
would find herself in a difficult situation once the Russian fleet reached
Singapore. It was also known that the Japanese Navy was not very
strong, that is to say, it had fewer battleships than Russia, But in scouting
and watchfulness, Japan surpassed all the others. Admiral Togo's spies
were very accurate in their intelligence, and he pounced upon the Russian
fleet just when it was most vulnerable. This was no ordinary deed of
daring. Such courage is incomparable; but we consider supreme the
patience and the cool composure shown by Admiral Togo in achieving
his objective. Nothing was done with a view to winning honours or
showing off their bravery to the world, Togo had only one objective, viz.,
to strike at Russia at the opportune moment and at the strategic place.
That he has done; and Russia, which only two years ago was consi-
dered to be almost invincible, has now very nearly fallen into the hands
of Japan. It is said that history has nothing which can bear comparison
with this naval battle. England won a great [naval] victory in the
sixteenth century. The "invincible" Spanish Armada was then des-
troyed in the English Channel, and the British Admiral was triumphant.
That too has been considered a very fierce battle; but the Heavens then
came to the succour of England. The Spanish Armada was very large,
and the Channel narrow. And just as the battle was raging, a strong
wind began to blow, which the Armada could not withstand, while it
proved favourable to the English fleet*
In the nineteenth century, Nelson scored a great victory off the Cape1
of Trafalgar and the British Navy won for itself a pre-eminent position;
but the powerful steamers we see today did not then exist nor the dangerous
weapons of the present age*
Japan did not receive any unexpected help* She had only the firm
determination to win, and this determination has proved her true ally.
In this war Japan has not known defeat.
I The original has "in the Strait of Trafalgar",